FINAL EXAM
Minority Rights and Protections

PART I – Short Answer (30 points) 

Answer the following in approximately 2-3 sentences:

1. Reflecting back over the entire course, offer your own definition of what constitutes a minority group. (10 points)













2. Why are minority rights an international rather than (or in addition to) a domestic issue?  (10 points)











3. How does international law become domestic law? (10 points)













[bookmark: _GoBack]PART II – ‘Mini’ Essay (60 points)

Answer the following in approximately 6-8 sentences:

1. What is the difference between positive and negative rights? Why does this distinction matter? Give examples of each. (20 points)













2. Briefly explain the differences between classification, stereotyping, prejudice, and discrimination and give examples of each. (20 points)











3. Assume that Country X has not signed on to the Genocide Convention. Can it still be held accountable for committing genocide against its citizens? Why or why not? (20 points)











PART III – Essay Questions (210 points)

Choose three of the following topics and answer them below. Make sure that you have addressed all of the questions asked. Essays should be written in a concise and coherent way and targeted toward an intelligent but uninformed reader. While there is no minimum word length as such, all parts of the question must be addressed for full credit. I would anticipate this taking at least 500 words per question. 

1. In the context of our course, what is intersectionality and why is it important? How might we adapt our legal mechanisms to better account for this complexity? In answering these questions, you should reference at least two of the case studies we looked at this semester. (70 points)

2. Many have argued that minority rights (as legal phenomena) are unnecessary or redundant because all human beings are guaranteed their rights and access them as individuals. For example, all Ecuadorians are guaranteed the rights and protections set forth in the country’s constitution regardless of minority or non-minority status. Several authors and speakers that we have interacted with this semester, however, argue that this individual rights approach is inadequate. Referencing Kymlicka, Brunner and Küpper, and any other relevant texts or talks, make a case for the relevance of minority rights. In doing so, you should at least touch on individual and group rights. (70 points)

3. Rabbit Proof Fence depicts, at best, the problems of assimilationist policies at their worst. Many have also posited that the story is one of genocide. How does the film relate to both of these things? In answering, please refer to specific examples / moments in the film. (70 points)

4. Throughout the semester, we have discussed many issues relating to Roma rights, from housing to discrimination to forced sterilization to trafficking. Discuss one example that you found to be particularly disturbing and propose a policy, law, or program that could address it. (70 points)

5. Explain what is meant by strategic litigation. Why is it a controversial practice? Discuss and evaluate two cases from Validity or in relation to Roma rights. What was gained by the use of strategic litigation? What, if anything, were the unintended consequences? In the case in question, do you believe another approach would have been better? (70 points)

6. What sort of policies or programming would follow in shifting from a medical model to a social model in the understanding of mental disability and impairment? This question involves more of a thought experiment than a reference to course materials but be sure to give concrete examples/ideas. (70 points)





PART IV – Extra Credit 

1. Of classification, stereotyping, prejudice, and discrimination, which can be legislated? Why is this the case? (10 points)









2.  Why are cases at the European Court of Human Rights always brought against the state? (10 points)










3. What is the difference between an EU directive and an EU resolution? (10 points)
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